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MIGRATION AND DEVELOPMENT – A BRIEFING NOTE 
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Migration pessimists 

Development problems including marginal livelihoods, poverty, inequality, political 
instability and conflict have all been identified as major factors underlying people’s 
decisions to migrate. This process of migration (both internal and international) has been 
widely portrayed as having largely negative impacts on development:  

• Draining regions of human capital and reducing productivity – whether agricultural 
labour from rural areas or well-educated graduates from health, education, civil 
service and business sectors;  

• Undermining family and community life in sending areas – separating families, 
creating gender and age gaps in the population;  

• Putting pressure on physical infrastructure and services in destination areas –
expanding urban slums, increasing demands on clinics, schools, social services.  

• Depressing wages in destination areas – creating a pool of labour willing to work 
below legal minimum wages, increasing unemployment and exploitation;  

• Increasing inequality – the poorest of the poor who tend not migrate are excluded 
from the benefit of migrants’ remittances.  

As a result, slowing down the rate of out-migration has been taken as been an implicit or 
explicit aim of many development initiatives and a decrease in migration has been seen 
as indicator of success. �
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Migration Optimists 

Today there is talk of creating ‘win-win-win’ scenarios, in which migration can be good 
for the country of origin, the destination country and the migrants themselves. Such 
scenarios envisage achieving a virtuous circle (see below). This rests on the assumption 
that migrants will be able to, and want to, maintain links with their country of origin and 
they will at some stage return to it. 

�

�
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�

�

Return migration 
as opportunities 
expand in area of 
origin 

Out migration 
from poor region 

Migrants gain 
income and skills 
in destination 
area 

Development in area of 
origin: 
• Children in school 
• Business start-ups 
• Infrastructure 

development 

Migrants make transfers 
back to area of origin 
• Remittances 
• Transfer of skills 
• Investment 
• Transnational linkages 
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Remittances as a percentage 
of GDP (2004 UN Pop Div)  
Top ten in ACP 
Tonga  33.5% 
Lesotho 25.9% 
Haiti 22.1% 
Jamaica 16.4% 
Samoa 12.4% 
Dominican Republic 10.4% 
Cape Verde 9.5% 
Kiribati 8.9% 
Guinea-Bissau 8.5% 
Guyana 8.2% 
Togo 7.2% 
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